August, 1921]

THE VIRGINIA TEACHER
VIII

THE RELATION OF LANGUAGE
TO GEOGRAPHY
Just to the extent to which the saying
"No man can live to himself" is true, so is
it equally true that no subject can be taught
for itself alone. The correlation of the different subjects in the curriculum enhances
each, thus making it more vital to the child.
So, every subject can and should be correlated with the rest of the work
Language and geography are easily and
necessarily correlated. Much of the geography in the Fourth Grade is the oral discussion of certain topics and here enters the
language. We hold the children responsible
for their English not only in the language
period but at all times. The geography lesson, when the topical plan is used, affords
many opportunities for the children to express
their ideas, and to add to the information of
the class by the use of clear, well-constructed
sentences.
Then, too, the written English enters into this correlation as much as the oral. The
keeping of geography note books, with the
taking of notes in research work, is of benefit in improving the written work of the class
The making of outlines, the relative value of
topics, and the placing of topics are made
clear, thereby instilling in the children a feeling for the logical and orderly arrangement
of subject-matter. As the outline precedes
all written work, one naturally sees the value
of emphasizing this phase, preventing haphazard work.
As concrete examples always mean more
than theory I shall here give in brief a series
of lessons taught last year, which will perhaps present more clearly how language and
geography are correlated.
The topic under discussion was "Silver. '
The children had brought in all the related
information they could.
The geographical
facts concerning it had been discussed. Pictures had been shown to the class to make
the subject vital. Then, as a final lesson, the
making of money was discussed. The following is the outline, in brief, as it was used
in this lesson.

1.
2.
3.
4.
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THE MAKING OF MONEY
Processes of the assay office
Journey to the mint
Processes of the mint
Circulation

As the children now had a wealth of detailed information, they were ready for the
creative work. For the language lesson for
the next day they were asked to tell the story
of a silver dollar. The following outline
was put on the board as an aid in thinking
through their story.
1.
2.
3.
4.

THE STORY OF A SILVER DOLLAR
The Silver in the Mine
The Silver at the Assay Office
The Silver at the Mint
The Travels of a Dollar

While this outline is brief, yet it served
the purpose of keeping the children from putting "the cart before the horse."
Now,
with the outline made, the Children were
asked to close their eyes and imagine that they
were the silver in the mine. Then several
were called upon to tell the class about their
experiences there.
Their stories were discussed and those who gave an interesting
story, using good English, and good descrip •
tive words, were praised.
The lesson proceeded, having several children tell the story
of the silver in the different places.
Then
one volunteer was called upon to tell the
story of the silver dollar. As an assignment
for the next day the children were told to
continue thinking and to find some really
good ideas to put into their stories for the
next day's Work.
The following day, as a language lesson,
the children, from the outline prepared the
day before, wrote a "Story of a Silver Dollar." Some of the results, as written by the
children, follow:
THE STORY OF A SILVER DOLLAR
I woke one morning and felt myself being picked up by a hand and thrown down a
long chute.
Then I Was put into a long
wagon and the horses drew it. Then I heard
a terrible roar under me and I saw the sky
for the first time.
Then I was taken into a room called the
assay office and I was weighed twice. Then
I was taken to the mint. There I was separated from my old friends. Next I was put
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in a place where I Was crushed.
Then I "What a beautiful new silver dollar!"
He
was put in a long tank With fire in it. Then took me home wjth him and showed me to
I was cooled. Then I was made in a round his mother.
I was very happy because I
shape. Then I was stamped.
helped to buy them food. I wanted to be
After a time I was put in a bag with of some use to some one and now I know
other pieces of money. Then I was sent t > that I am.
the Treasury and kept for a long time where
E. K. o.—Fourth Grade B
friends and I were very happy. Next I was
sent to the bank. There I stayed until one
THE STORY OF A SILVER DOLLAR
morning I Was put in the hands of a very
I was in a vein of gold and copper when
ridh little boy.
The little boy took me home and his I was dug up and carried to the top of the
mother asked him what he Was going to do mine. I felt very strange up there.
Then I was put on a car where guards
with me.He said he was going to give me
I was sent to a place before
to a poor little boy or girl. One day the watched me.
I
little boy met a poor little girl and he gave long, which Was called the assay office.
me to her. She thanked him and ran home. was weighed twice there. I lost very many
When we got there it was a very poor of my friends, which made me feel lonesome.
Then I Was taken to the mint and put inlittle house. The little girl told her mother
she was going to buy some meat and bread. to a furnace. I was melted and put in someHere I
She sent to the store and bought the meat and thing which was called a mould.
cooled.
bread.
Then I was taken to the U. S. Treasury,
I hope I will become very useful to other
Then I was
people and I hope I shall go to France and and stamped a silver dollar.
dropped on the floor to see if I was a real
help a little boy or girl there.
silver dollar.
K. W.—Fourth Grade B
Next I Was taken to the bank where a
poor
little boy earned me. He took me and
THE STORY OF A SILVER DOLLAR
bought some food for him and his mother.
I woke up one morning very early.
I A grocer had me now.
He put me in his
was way down in a rock. Then I heard a pocket where I kicked and finally got out
"tap, tap," that made me jump. Then I heard and fell upon the floor.
He put me in his
a man say. "I have found a piece of silver. pocket again and I had many changes in life.
It is the biggest piece that I have found to- I hope I have a good time as long as I live.
day."
L. K. D.—Fourth Grade B
Then I felt myself sliding down a chute
and I was carried away with all my friends.
Mary V. Yancey Canter
Then they crushed me.
That was very
painful.
Then I was taken to the mint to be made
TIRED
into a nice shiny silver dollar. I was melted
and when I Was cold I was pressed between
two big pressing machines which pressed an All day long I've worked, and I am tired;
eagle on one side and a head on the other So tired, I do not care for sleep or rest.
side.
My brain reels and I forget
Then I was sent to the United State; The thing I should remember till it's passed.
Treasury. I was guarded all the Way. That And then, because I'm tired,
made me feel very important. When I got
I do not care.
there I was sent to a bank and a man came
—L. c.
and drew me out. He kept me in his pocket for a long time. Then he went into a
store and bought something with me.
The
A free textbook law which has recently
lady put me into the cash box. There I stayed been passed in Texas not only provides for
all night long and when morning came I free texthooks, but also places the residue of
awoke and found the lady putting me into the textbook fund in the available school
the hands of a very dirty boy.
He said fund.

